The Importance of Being Rural

Written by CNU-Beaufort Chapter
Tuesday, 23 October 2012 12:13

The phrase “new urbanism” typically calls to mind things like multi-story buildings, attached
dwellings, and dense urban streets with a mix of uses. In other words: cities and towns, rather
than farms and rural lands. But the two aren’t mutually exclusive. In fact, each can actually
support the well-being of the other, and both must work together to contribute toward a truly
healthy community.

In and of themselves, the principles of New Urbanism support rural land conservation simply by
the nature of compact mixed-use development achieving higher densities than conventional
suburban sprawl, therefore reducing open land consumption. But the Charter of New Urbanism,
the document which lays out the principles of the movement, goes much deeper in specific
support for the conservation of natural environments:

“The Congress for the New Urbanism views disinvestment in central cities, the spread of
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culture/civitas

